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SMU Meadows School of the Arts Honors Alumna Mel Auberty in Alumni 
Spotlight 

[Dallas, TX] — Texas artist Mel Auberty has been featured in the SMU Meadows School 
of the Arts “This Week at Meadows” e-newsletter as part of its ongoing Alumni 
Spotlight series. The feature highlights Auberty’s distinguished career as a painter, 
sculptor, and arts advocate, and links readers to a full in-depth interview published 
on the SMU Meadows website. 

In the spotlight, Auberty reflects on her formative years at SMU Meadows, describing 
the program as a rigorous, idea-driven environment shaped by working artists and 
respected art historians. Studying under influential figures such as Dan Wingren, 
DeForrest Judd, Steve Wilder, Larry Scholder, and art historians Mary Vernon and Dr. 
Alessandra Comini, Auberty credits Meadows with instilling both technical fluency 
and the critical confidence required to sustain a lifelong career in the arts. 

Following graduation, Auberty began her professional journey in New York City as a 
graphic designer for American Airlines before operating galleries in New York and 
Los Angeles. She returned to Dallas in the early 1990s, where she re-committed 
herself to painting and developed the visual language for which she is now widely 
known. Her iconic blue horse paintings, collected by private and corporate patrons, 
have become a signature motif—expressive, powerful, and deeply connected to her 
life in Texas. 

The SMU feature also previews Auberty’s upcoming major solo exhibition, Year of the 
Horse, opening February 17, 2026, at Gallery One Two Three in the Dallas Design 
District. Inspired by the 2026 Lunar New Year and Auberty’s lifelong connection to 
horses, the exhibition will debut 30 new paintings, six bronze sculptures, drawings, 
and a video installation—marking the culmination of 25 years of equine-focused 
work. 

All proceeds from the exhibition will benefit Blue Horse Sanctuary, a nonprofit 
foundation founded by Auberty on her family ranch in the Texas Hill Country. The 
sanctuary provides lifelong care for senior, injured, and abused horses. As Auberty 
notes in her interview, “Every collector is a donor.” 

In closing the Alumni Spotlight, Auberty offers advice to current students pursuing 
creative careers: remain committed to the work, trust the calling, and resist the 
notion that a life in the arts is impractical. “Painting, like dancing or writing or music, 



 
 

is something one cannot resist doing if it is truly your calling,” she shares. “It is a life’s 
journey and well worth the ride.” 

The abbreviated Alumni Spotlight appears in the current edition of “This Week at 
Meadows”, with a link to the full interview on the SMU Meadows School of the Arts 
website. 

About Mel Auberty​
Mel Auberty is a Dallas-based visual artist known for her large-scale blue horse 
paintings, sculpture, and works on paper. Her work has been widely collected and 
exhibited nationally. Auberty is the founder of Blue Horse Sanctuary, a nonprofit 
dedicated to the rescue and lifelong care of horses in need. 

Media Contact:​
Melissa McGavock​
Publicist for Mel Auberty​
Trevo Creative Services​
melissa@melauberty.com 

 

 

mailto:melissa@melauberty.com

